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Frequently asked questions:-

Q.
Who is entitled to educate their child at home?

Any parents can choose to do this as long as they provide an efficient education which is suited to the age, ability and aptitudes of the child.

Q.
What kind of education do parents need to provide?

Parents who choose to educate their children at home do not have to follow the school curriculum.  However, they do need to demonstrate that they are providing an education which is suitable for the child, with appropriate variety, resources and access to other children.  It is the parents’ responsibility to provide the curriculum and resources and to meet any costs associated with this. 

Q.
What about formal qualifications?

There is no legal requirement for young people to take a particular set of qualifications. However, parents educating their children at home can make arrangements for their children to sit formal exams, for example, through their local college.  Parents are responsible for any costs associated with this. 

Q.
How do parents go about withdrawing their child from school to educate 
them at home?

In the first instance parents should write to the Director of Education & Children’s Services, John Muir House, Haddington, EH41 3HA informing him that they wish to withdraw their child in order to educate them at home, and asking for consent to do this. 

Q.
What happens next?

A meeting will be arranged between the family and education service staff to give the parents the opportunity to set out how they plan to educate their child at home. Following this meeting, parents will receive a letter informing them whether the request can be granted or whether further information will be needed.  If consent is given, the child’s name will be removed from their school roll and from that time the parents are responsible for providing their child with an efficient education.  East Lothian Council would seek at all stages to allow children to have the opportunity to express their view.  If consent is not given, the Council must be clear about why the request has been refused.  The parents will be given the opportunity to address the grounds on which it has been refused and to resubmit their request if they wish.

Q.
What level of contact is there between the Council and home educating 
families?

Parents educating their child at home will have a named contact (usually a Quality Improvement Officer) within the Department of Education & Children’s Services who will make contact with the family on at least an annual basis and meet with them to discuss the educational provision in place.   The child’s views would also be sought.

After each meeting, the named person will make a report for the Council.  A copy of the report will be sent to the parents.  If there are concerns about the education in place, more frequent contact may be needed. 

In situations where concerns have been identified and parents have had the opportunity to improve matters and have not done so, the Council can make an attendance order.  This allows the parents up to fourteen days to provide the Council with information to satisfy them about the quality of education on offer.  If this is not done, the child will be expected to return to school.

Q.
What if the child has additional support needs?

The parents’ right to educate their child at home is not changed if their child has additional support needs.  However it is reasonable for the Council to ask parents how they plan to cater for their child’s needs at home.  With the agreement of parents, an educational psychologist may be involved in assessing the provision parents plan to make.

If the child has a Coordinated Support Plan, this will usually need to be redrafted to reflect that the child is no longer in the named school, but educated at home.  The council has no obligation to provide financial or other support for children with additional support needs who are educated at home.  The Coordinated Support Plan will continue to be reviewed on an annual basis, unless the parents request that it is closed.

Further information

If you want more information on education at home, please contact the Education Service on 01620 827631.  The Scottish Executive ‘Guidance on the circumstances in which parents may choose to educate their children at home’ can be found on the Scottish Executive web site at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/education/gcech-00.asp

Useful/…

Useful contacts

The Scottish Executive Education Department




Schools Division, Victoria Quay

EDINBURGH   EH6 6QQ  

Telephone: 0131 556 8400

Email: ceu@scotland.gov.uk
Website: www.scotland.gov.uk

Learning and Teaching Scotland

Gardyne Road

Dundee DD5 1NY 

Telephone: 01382 443 600

Fax: 01382 443 645

Website: www.ltscotland.org.uk
Email: enquiries@ltscotland.org.uk

Scottish Child Law Centre

54 East Crosscauseway

Edinburgh  EH8 9HD 

Telephone: 0131 667 6333

Helpline: 0800 328 8970

Fax: 0131 662 1713

Website: www.sclc.org.uk
Email: enquiries@sclc.org.uk

Schoolhouse Home Education Association 

PO Box 28496

Edinburgh EH4 4YU

Telephone: 0800 745 0968

Website: www.schoolhouse.org.uk
Email: info@schoolhouse.org.uk

Education Otherwise

PO Box 7420

London N9 9SG  

Telephone:  0870 730 0074

Website: www.education-otherwise.org
Email: enquiries@education-otherwise.org
East Lothian Council, Department of Education & Children’s Services 

John Muir House

Haddington

East Lothian, EH41 3HA

(Telephone: 01620 827631)
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